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barbarism through the instrument of 'the totalitarian state5 were
faced with this summons in their turn; and, sooner or later, they were
bound to give an unambiguous answer.
(ii) The Little-Entente Pact and the Four-Power Pact
In a previous section,1 some account has been given of the reactions
which the National-Socialist Revolution of 1933 in Germany evoked
abroad; and, in this connexion, we have touched upon the foreign
policy which was pursued, in 1933, by a number of Germany's neigh-
bours, including Italy, Poland and the three parties to the Little
Entente. In the development of the policies of these and other
European countries, in the course of this year, the reaction to the
contemporary course of events in Germany was manifestly a factor
of capital importance. At the same time, it was not the only important
factor which was at work. The revolution in Germany made its
impact upon an international field in which many other forces were
already in action; and a large part of its international effect consisted
in its interplay with these current forces, which it stimulated or
toned down or deflected, as the case might be. Moreover, these other
movements were already in full swing at the moment of Herr Hitler's
advent to power at the end of January 1933; and since this internal
change in Germany took a certain time to work itself out within
the borders of the Reich, and a fortiori to exert its influence beyond
them, it is not surprising to find that little direct relation can be
traced between the revolution in Germany and some of the most
important of the international transactions of Europe in 1933—in-
cluding transactions between countries which, like the five countries
above named, were bound to be affected by the German revolution
profoundly in the long run. Two outstanding transactions which fall
into this category are the three-power 'pact of organization' of the
Little Entente which was signed at Geneva on the 16th February,
1933, by the Foreign Ministers of Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and
Rumania, and the Four-Power Pact which was initialed at Rome,
on the 7th June, by the representatives of France, Germany, Italy
and the United Kingdom. Since these two transactions have some
bearing upon each other, it will be convenient to deal with them
together in the present chapter.
The movement towards closer union in the Little Entente was a
response to the ominous change for the worse, in the general com-
plexion of international affairs, which had already declared itself,
1 Section (i) of this part of the present volume.

